
Ninja Meercats: Clan of the 
Scorpian 
Chapter 2:  

The Meer-kart 



Prereading Activities 



Common Core Standards 

•  3.1.4.4 and 4.1.4.4, and 5.1.4.4 I can determine the 
meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a 
text, distinguishing literal from non-literal language, 
including figurative language  

•  3.1.1.1 and 4.1.1.1  I can ask and answer questions to 
demonstrate understanding of a text, referring explicitly 
to quotes from the text as the basis for the answers. I 
can draw inferences from the text. 



Idioms: a phrase, or group of words, that say one 
thing, but mean something else 

“at the heart of it:” –the most important part of 
something Learning how to read is “at the heart” of 
doing well in school. 

“keep someone at arm’s length” – 
to keep someone away from you  
After his friend called him mean names for a week, he 

“kept him at arm’s length.” 

“a roaring success.” – 
very big success The school carnival made $10,000. It 

was a “roaring success.” 



To board as an action means “to get into, or get on, a 
boarding pass is a ticket to get onto a plane or train. 



luggage on a conveyer belt 



scuttle: to walk quickly and sneakily 



Postreading Activities 



Think/Pair/Share 

Grandmaster One Eye says to “Never 
underestimate the power of laughter on a 
mission such as this.” 

Talk to each other about a time you noticed 
laughter being powerful.  



Cause and Effect: 
What was the cause of the following events?  

Events: What happens     Cause: Why it happens 

•  Their meerkart crashed into the airport fence. 

•  The luggage in which the meerkats were hiding, was placed in 
the luggage compartment on the plane to Hong Kong.  

•  The lady at the airport could not find her boarding pass at first. 

•  The meerkats were able to see out from the suitcase in which 
they were hiding. 



Causes to the Events on the Previous Page: 
“because” signals a cause  

•  The meerkart crashed into the fence because it had 
bad brakes. 

•  The luggage hiding the meerkats was placed on the 
plane because the lady could not find her boarding 
pass and it distracted the worker and her. 

•  The lady could not find her passport because Jet took 
the lady’s passport and put it in a different pocket. 

•  The meerkats were able to see out from the suitcase 
in which they were hiding because they had cut holes 
in the suitcase. 



•  What smaller problem happened in this 
chapter? What was the solution? 

•  Which quote at the top of page 30 
supports the idea that Chuck did not 
approve of Jet getting out of the suitcase 
to move the lady’s passport? 

•  Have you ever gotten into trouble because 
you “didn’t think before you acted?” 



Answers to Previous Page 

•  Problem: They needed to get on the plane 
to Hong Kong 

•  Solution: They hid in a suitcase and 
followed a walking man, and then were 
checked in as baggage for a lady. 

•  Quote: “You must learn to think before you 
act.” 


